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Applications are now open for the SME Qualification System, which supports operations 

aimed at qualifying and digitalising SME business models through the use of intangible 

competitiveness factors.

Factors

i.	 Organisational innovation, management and logistics;

ii.	 Digitalisation and digital transformation;

iii.	 Brand creation and design;

iv.	 Capacity building for the development of products, services and processes;

v.	 Industrial property protection;

vi.	 Quality and certification;

vii.	 Knowledge and technology transfer;

viii.	Sustainability and eco-innovation.

Eligible applicants

Micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), of any legal form and sector 

of activity.

Geographic area covered

NUTS II region – Algarve.

Eligible expenses

i.	 Costs of equipment required for the implementation of new organisational 

methods, including software;

ii.	 Costs of acquiring innovative technological systems for the efficient 

management of natural resources, including sustainable desalination 

equipment;

iii.	 Salary costs for the hiring of qualified human resources;

iv.	 Costs of specialised consultancy services;

v.	 Costs related to obtaining, validating and defending patents and other 

industrial property registrations.
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3The information contained in this document is provided in a general and abstract manner. Seek professional assistance when making any decision. Its contents may not be reproduced, in whole or 
in part, without the express authorisation of the editor(s). If you would like further information on this topic, please contact us at dower@dower.pt.
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Support

The support takes the form of a non-repayable grant, corresponding to a 

50% funding rate, applicable to investments with a minimum amount of 

€100,000. The application period runs until 30 June 2026.

How we can help

At Dower, we have a team of consultants focused on helping your company 
grow with the best financing options.
With our know-how, we can support you in preparing and submitting 
applications, as well as in monitoring the project in its entirety.

Find out how we can help your company through this complex and 
demanding process.


